COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Last week, I witnessed the power of collaboration at its
most vulnerable and critical moment as we launched our
region’s Digital Inclusion Coalition.
Despite rush hour, multiple traffic delays, and the
prospect of a two-hour meeting, 22 businesses and
organizations showed up to determine their
collaborative and collective role in driving our region to
digital equity.
During the two hours, I was reminded that collaboration begins with a connection
to one another as individuals and to one another as leaders, businesses, and
organizations. Connecting with purpose means connecting to possibilities we
didn’t know existed, because we were not aware others are working on similar
issues and how partnerships and collaborations benefit all of us and those we
serve.
At the end of the two hours, non-profits were connected to businesses that were
connected to school districts that were connected to municipalities. Step 1 is
building a coalition that can withstand the challenges, opportunities, and time it
will take to reach our collective goals.
TCCC strongly believes that our ability as a region to impact any complex issue
hinges on our collective ability and willingness to create a shared vision, align and
leverage activities, share data for the purpose of learning, and transparently
communicate results. We know that for this to occur, our region must have an
organization to provide the support and resources required to fuel this work. It is
our honor to serve the Digital Inclusion Coalition in this way.
Please keep reading and learning more about the purpose and work of the Digital
Inclusion Coalition as well as other work being supported by TCCC.
As always, we remain deeply grateful for your partnership, feedback,
engagement, and support.
In peace,

Phyllis Martin
President and CEO

INSIDE TCCC
Zucker Family School of Education
Names Inaugural Tenured Chair Position,
Enhances Partnership with Tri-County Cradle to Career
(image and article from The Citadel press release)

The Zucker Family School of
Education (ZFSOE) is taking its
mission — to support and prepare
educators of the Lowcountry, state,
region, and nation — to the next
level. Evan Ortlieb, Ph.D. , dean of
the ZFSOE, has been named the
first-ever Zucker Chair in
Entrepreneurial Education
Leadership. The creation of this endowed chair position is part of the gift
agreement the college made with local philanthropist Anita Zucker in 2014.
Read more...

ON THE ROAD
TCCC IN CHICAGO

This month, TCCC CEO Phyllis Martin, Director of Collective Action
Network Crystal Robinson Rouse, and Community Leadership Council Chairperson
Ericka Plater all headed to Chicago to partake in StriveTogether's Cradle to
Career Network Convening.
They worked with leaders from around the country to bring valuable learning
tools and information back to the Tri-County area. Visit our Facebook page for
updates!

IN THE COMMUNITY
Introducing the Lowcountry
Digital Inclusion Coalition
TCCC hosted the launch of the Digital Inclusion Coalition at VentureX on Tuesday,
September 20. Along with the TCCC team, 22 individuals attended representing nonprofit, healthcare, education, technology, library, and local government sectors.
The formation of this coalition focuses on digital inclusion activities which will work to
ensure that all individuals and communities have access to and use of information and
communication technologies. This includes:
Affordable, robust broadband internet service
Internet-enabled devices that meet the needs of the user
Access to digital literacy training
Quality technical support
Application and online content designed to enable and encourage self-sufficiency,
participation, and collaboration
The initial meeting provided an opportunity for networking and laying the groundwork
to share fundamental definitions, concepts, and data. The meeting also highlighted
both national models for digital equity and inclusion work along with local spotlights on
organizations working to support adults, students, and families gain access to
broadband and increase their digital literacy skills.
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 10. The focus will be on
creating the working structure for the coalition as we continue to share and align
current interests, priorities, and projects related to Broadband adoption and access
activities.
For more information contact Vicky Ingalls: vicky@tricountycradletocareer.org or
Quinetha Frasier: quinethafrasier@gmail.com

Digital Inclusion Week (DIW) is an annual week of awareness, recognition, and
celebration with organizations and individuals across the country hosting special
events and campaigns to promote digital equity in their communities. This year’s
theme is “Turning Our Moment into Movement,” signaling a turning point and
time of action for the digital inclusion movement.
Please join us Oct. 3-7, 2022 – this will be the biggest national Digital Inclusion
Week ever, with seasoned practitioners and newly launched programs hosting
virtual and in-person events.
DIW aims to raise awareness of solutions addressing home internet access,
personal devices, and local technology training and support programs.

Reverend Nelson B. Rivers, III receives
Commitment to Justice Award
This September, the Center for Heirs' Property
Preservation hosted their 12th Annual Commitment to
Justice award reception honoring Reverend Nelson B.
Rivers, III. It was a phenomenal program at the
Francis Marion Hotel with emcee, Raphael James from
Live 5, a passionate keynote address by U.S.
Congressman and House Majority Whip, the Honorable

James E. Clyburn, a video tribute from around the
country, and stirring remarks from our honoree himself,
Reverend Nelson B. Rivers, III.
Congratulations to our outstanding and dedicated board
member!

Help Our Communities Achieve Their
Goals. DONATE NOW!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT OUR WORK!
FOLLOW and LIKE TCCC on Facebook and Twitter!
Better yet, please engage with us. Not only do we want to hear from you,
but your regular engagement means more people will continue to see our posts.

PLEASE DONATE. EVERY DOLLAR
COUNTS!
Tri-County Cradle to Career Collaborative
2180 McMillan Ave. #71544, North Charleston, SC 29415
tricountycradletocareer.org
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